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Welcome. 
Fort Lauderdale is a City with a variety of gov’t services, 
charities, church groups, and independent volunteers that 
offer aid to homeless and impoverished people. This is 
particularly true in downtown Fort Lauderdale which has  
the largest population of chronically homeless people in 
Broward County.  
The 1st thing to know about homeless services in the 
area is that most shelters and other facilities are filled to 
capacity year round. Many needy people congregate in a 
few particular places downtown in part because its where 
regular and irregular aid & charity relief groups can 
connect with the needy. 

Included in this book:
+A brief introduction to homeless policing 
+Free meal locations in Ft Lauderdale 
+A list of pantries, shelters, rehabs, & support groups
+BSO’s 2015 “Homeless Resource Guide”
+A short introduction to homeless policymakers for Ft 
Lauderdale

This book is not directly associated with any government 
or non-profit entities. It is an attempt by volunteers in 
downtown Ft Lauderdale to better educate people about 
the range of services for the needy that are available.
 
If you have updates or corrections for information 
relevant to this guidebook, please contact the editor, 
Nathan, at swampzine at gmail dot com. 
We will do our best to include it in the next edition.
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Homeless people are widely trespassed and sometimes 
arrested for minor offences in an effort to keep them away 
from valuable property in downtown Fort Lauderdale. 

If you are arrested in downtown by the FLPD, you will 
generally be processed at the FLPD station and then held 
at the Jail/Courthouse complex until you make bail or see 
a magistrate. You may also be transferred to another BSO 
facility, all of which are in Pompano Beach.
 
There are a number of laws that pertain to the daily 
activities of homeless people, particularly in downtown Ft 
Lauderdale. 
Trespassing affidavits are liberally used by public & 
private buildings downtown to keep homeless people 
away. Trespassing is perhaps one of the most common 
arrestable offences applied to homeless people downtown.
Panhandling, public urination, & camping/sleeping 
outdoors are arrestable misdemeanors. There is also a 
law allowing police to confiscate and store property left in 
public spaces for storage. 
There is also a law that criminalizes food sharing 
downtown. Its legality is being challenged in the court 
system and sharings currently continue. 
For up-to-date information on recently implemented 
anti-homeless laws, see  
www.homelesshatelaws.blogspot.com 

Municipal bond courts currently do not provide attorneys  
for homeless people who are arrested for minor offences 
in Ft Lauderdale. The public defender’s office is working 
for changes in the court system but currently is unable to 
represent municipal code offenders in most cases. 

Homelessness & The Police
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Monday:
LifeNet4Families 8:30 am
1 NW 33 Terrace

Peanut Butter & Jelly Project 5:30 pm 
Stranahan Park, 10 E Broward Blvd

St Christopher’s Episcopal Church 6 pm
318 NW 6 Ave

Tuesday:
LifeNet4Families 8:30 am
1 NW 33 Terrace

Salvation Army 4:30 pm
1901 W Broward Blvd

Peanut Butter & Jelly Project 5:30 pm 
Stranahan Park, 10 E Broward Blvd

1st Lutheran Evangelical Church, 6:30 pm
441 NE 3rd Ave

Love Bags 8:30 pm
Parker Playhouse/Holiday Park, 707 NE 8 St

Wednesday:
LifeNet4Families 8:30 am
1 NW 33 Terrace

Salvation Army 4:30 pm
1901 W Broward Blvd

Peanut Butter & Jelly Project 5:30 pm 
Stranahan Park, 10 E Broward Blvd

Love Thy Neighbor 5: 30 pm
800 Seabreeze Blvd,  Ft Lauderdale Beach Park

Free Food in Fort Lauderdale
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Thursday:
LifeNet4Families 8:30 am
1 NW 33 Terrace

1st Congregational Church 11 am
2501 NE 30 St

Peanut Butter & Jelly Project 5:30 pm 
Stranahan Park, 10 E Broward Blvd

New Life United Methodist Church 5:45 pm
1100 N Andrews Ave

Love in Action Meatloaf Dinner 6:00 pm
1100 N Andrews Ave 
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Friday:
LifeNet4Families  
8:30 am  
1 NW 33 Terrace 

Food Not Bombs 5 pm
Stranahan Park,  
10 E Broward Blvd

Salvation Army  
4:30 pm
1901 W Broward Blvd 

Saturday: 
Project Downtown 1 pm
Stranahan Park,  
10 E Broward Blvd

Salvation Army 
4:30 pm
1901 W Broward Blvd

Sunday:
LifeNet4Families 11:00 am
1 NW 33 Terrace
 
Love Thy Neighbor 1 pm
211 NW 5th Ave

Dining with Jesus 1 pm
318 NW 6 Ave

Salvation Army 4:30 pm
1901 W Broward Blvd

REMAR USA 5:30 pm
211 NW 5th Ave

*There are a number of other missions, churches, 
and individuals who deliver food to the sidewalk 
next to Stranahan Park on a regular basis not listed 
here. There is also a bus service that runs from 
Stranahan Park to some of the church sharings on 
this list that are affiliated with Broward County. 



AHM Church of God Noon daily noon
744 NW 12th Ave

Mission for Gods Disciples T&Th 8am-4pm
641 SW 30th Ave

Arthur Hall Memorial Church of God T 8 am
744 NW 12th Ave

7th Day Adventist Church T 1 pm
850 W Davie Blvd

Food Pantry of Broward Call 954-358-1481
5457 NW 10th Ter

Soref Jewish Center Call 954-792-6700
6501 W Sunrise Blvd

St George Catholic Church Call 954-583-5892
3640 NW 8th St

Living Water Center M-F 10 am
1501 Riverland Road

Faith Center Outreach Sa 8:30 am
4085 NW 16th St

Mobile Pantry Call 954-518-1855

2nd Chance Society Call 954-763-5999
(help w/ paperwork, work supplies, etc)

Bulk Low Cost Produce 954-895-7879

Pantries & More
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Remar USA - Long-term 
Christian Rehab for Men
Call 954-850-2247

Halfway House for 
Women Call 954-805-
5013

Hollywood Recovery 
House (for Men)
Call 954-394 6309 or  
954-549-4062

JC Recovery House For 
Men Call 954-589-2001  
or 954-380-1492  
Women: 954-248-6026

2nd Chance Women’s 
Rehab Call 954-816-4909

Serenity Gardens Sober 
Living for Women
Call 956-649-9199

Starting Over Rehab Call 
954-588-8398

12 Step Fellowship for 
Men Call 954-249-5589

Sexual Abuse Treatment 
Center Call 954-357-5775

Treatment & Halfway Houses

Cotterimen Mental 
Health Center  
Call 954-761-7273

Fern House for Men 
(Palm Beach)  
Call 561-471-0430

Housing for Sex 
Offenders  
Call 407-925-4471
2420 SW 44th Ter

Women w/ Children or 
Pregnant:

Family Success Center 
954-357-5000 or  
954-357-5340

His Caring Place 
(Deerfield Beach)  
Call 954-429-9222

Genesis House  
(Lake Worth)  
Call 321-723-3193

Agape Home  
(Moore Haven)  
Call 863-946-2228

Potters House  
(Lake Placid)  
Call 863-699-1685
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AA Meetings
AA Speaker Group F 7 pm
City Hall, 100 N Andrews Ave

AA Discussion Group  
M-Sa 8:30 am
1st Luthern Church,  
441 NE 3rd Ave

Discussion Group M-F noon
St Anthony’s 901 NE 2nd St

AA Group M-F 8 am
All Saints Episcopal Church 
331 Tarpon Dr

Serenity @ 630 M-F 6:30 am
St Francis Group M-Sa 5:30 pm
208 SE 8th St

Addiction Support

NA Meetings
Breakfast Club M-F 7:30 am
401 NW 9th Ave

Monday Night Live M 7pm
Sunshine Cathedral,  
1480 SW 9th Ave

Steps to Serenity T, TH 7:30 pm
Foundations 999 Prospect Rd

Saturday Variety Meeting 6 pm
Colours (LBGTQ) 8 pm
12 Step House, 205 SW 23rd St

Sunday Solutions, Sun 4 pm
12 Step House, 205 SW 23rd St

Recover & Live Sun 7 pm
Lambda Club,  
1231A E Las Olas Blvd

Las Olas Sunday Night Sun 8 pm
Colee Hammock Park,  
1500 Brickell Dr

This is just a small sampling of support groups in the 
downtown area. For complete listings for the greater Ft 
Lauderdale area, see aa.broward.org, or call 954-462-0265 
or 954-462-7202, and  
goldcoastna.org, or call 888-524-1777
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2015 BSO Homeless Resource Guide 
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There are a number of government institutions responsible for 
homeless policies in downtown Ft Lauderdale. 
City of Ft Lauderdale
• The Mayor & City Commission creates many of the rules 
governing  the treatment of homeless people in downtown, but 
few of the actual homeless services. There are public Commission 
meetings every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6 pm at City 
Hall, 100 N Andrews Ave. There are a number of other advisory 
boards that handle issues downtown. For a complete list see 
www.fortlauderdale.gov/departments-/city-clerk-s-office/advisory-
board
Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing:
Jery Pryor 954-828-5024
Sandi Downs-Keesling 954-828-4060
Task Force for Ending Homelessness:
Lorraine Wilby 954-525-3494
• The FLPD enforces criminal laws against homeless people 
downtown. The City & downtown businesses also contract a 
number of private security employees.
• The Downtown Development Authority is a special district 
created to promote development and “combat urban blight.” Their 
7 member board, comprised mostly of large downtown property 
owners and developers, is appointed by the City Commission. They 
have a public meeting every 2nd Thursday of the month at 8:30 am 
at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts, 201 SW 5th Ave
Broward County
•  Broward County Commission is the major policymaker for the 
majority of services provided to homeless people in Ft Lauderdale. 
They meet every Tuesday morning at 10 am at the  
Governmental Center,  115 S Andrews Ave. 
• The Continuum of Care Board is a 24 member advisory board 
to the County gov’t for all homeless services. They have a public 
meeting every 4th Wednesday of the month at 10 am in the 
Governmental Center, 115 S Andrews Ave. 
• Broward Sheriff ’s Office has a number of Homeless Outreach 
Deputies. Contact: Deputy Monica Jean, 954-831-8221
• For most Broward County Homeless Services, see the County’s 
reference guide on the previous pages.

Homelessness Policymakers
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